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Abstract  

Pakistan and India both are nuclear powers. Since independence, they did not stay in amicable 

relations with each other. There are many factors behind this situation but Kashmir is one of the 

primary issues. This issue could never be ignored. Violations of human rights and restrain from 

freedom of speech may commonly be observed there. Even religious freedom is not given there. 

The root cause of the Kashmir issue may be considered as an incomplete partition agenda between 

Pakistan and India. This paper is an effort to discuss the Kashmir issue with its short history and 

potential steps that were taken towards its peaceful solution during Gen. Pervaz Musharaff era. 

The existing dividing line between these two regions i.e. Azad Kashmir administered  by Pakistan 

and Jammu and Kashmir held by India is called Line of Control (LoC). Including four points 

formula, many steps were taken by Gen. Musharaff to resolve this issue, the present paper is an 

effort to analyse these initiatives and their results.   
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Introduction  

Pakistan and India came into being as Dominions on August 14 and 15, 1947, respectively. The 

partition process was an incomplete agenda of the British government and due to this reason, many 

issues arose between these two nuclear states. Foreign Policy of Pakistan always remained on the 

agenda of friendly relationships. Besides that, the other agenda was goodwill enhancement efforts 

with all the nations of the world in general and with the neighbouring countries in particular. But 

its foreign policy towards India always faced many complications and problems. Pakistan always 

tried to improve relations with India but these efforts never bore fruit due to Indian foreign policy. 

The territorial issue of Jammu and Kashmir has always remained a key issue between the two 

countries as both consider the Kashmir region important for the security of the international border 

due to its geographical importance. The people of Jammu and Kashmir are struggling for their 

right to self-determination for the last seventy-two years. This issue had started just after the 

independence of Pakistan. At the time of partition, there were about 560 states in the subcontinent 

which were being ruled by their native rulers. Kashmir was one of those states. The future of 

Kashmir was not decided immediately at the time of partition. This reason became the root cause 

of the issue. This decision had to be taken by the Maharaja Hari Singh, the then ruler of the state. 

Due to the public demand for self-determination and law and order situation, Maharaja Hari Singh 

decided to seek help from the last Viceroy of India, Lord Mountbatten. Military help was promised 

to Maharaja Hari Singh by the viceroy. In return, Maharaja Hari Singh accepted the accession of 

Kashmir to India. In this regard “Letter of Instrument of Accession” was signed by him.1 This 

accession remained controversial. After signing the accession, the Kashmir dispute started because 

this was signed without the consent of the people of Kashmir and without following democratic 

values. It was announced by the first Prime Minister of India on November 02, 1947, on All India 

Radio that the future of Kashmir would be resolved according to the will of the people of Kashmir. 

He said clearly about the plebiscite in Kashmir. The same decision was considered as a solution to 

this issue by UNSC. This promise is not fulfilled till now by India and the people of Kashmir are 

struggling for their basic human rights and the right of self-determination.  

                                            
1 “Instrument of Accession”, Instrument of Accession executed by Maharajah Hari Singh on October 26, 1947, 29 

March 2018, http://jammu-kashmir.com/documents/instrument_of_accession.html 



Due to the unfinished agenda of the partition, a war broke out between India and Pakistan just after 

partition which was stopped by the UNSC on India’s Request. India went to UNO for the said 

cause on January 01, 1948. It was said that Pakistan supported and favoured the people to attack 

the princely state of Jammu and Kashmir. This matter was put to UNSC with the hope to get a 

decision against Pakistan. United Nations Commission for India and Pakistan (UNCIP) was 

established. Security Council of United Nations followed this commission and a resolution2 was 

passed on April 21, 1948. Many measures were taken by the UN to ensure the ceasefire between 

the belligerent states. A commission was approved to be appointed to investigate the matter 

thoroughly. In these resolutions, it was mentioned that the matter of Jammu and Kashmir would 

be resolved according to the will of the people of Kashmir. To know their willingness plebiscite 

process would be adopted. The said UN Commission reached Kashmir for initial arrangements for 

the plebiscite. In this context, three visits were paid by UNCIP to the subcontinent. These visits 

were made in official capacity between 1948- 1949. India refused to withdraw its forces from 

Kashmir to create a conducive environment for the plebiscite. India also made arrangements to 

increase the number of followers of other religions to manage the ration of the Muslim population 

to manage the ratio of the Muslim population in the region. In this way, the UN which is the biggest 

forum of nations could not resolve this issue. The international community also could not play an 

effective role in solving this issue.  

Kashmir has always remained one of the major complications in Indo-Pak relations. India and 

Pakistan; the two nuclear states have multiple historical contradictions and issues. Since the 

partition of the subcontinent in 1947, New Delhi and Islamabad have indulged in several wars and 

borders’ scuffles. Geographically, all the rivers of Kashmir flow towards Pakistan. The longest 

border of Kashmir is also linked with Pakistan. Many other feasibilities of Kashmir like trade and 

other cultural things are also connected to Pakistan.  

In such a scenario, the government of India held elections in Kashmir in which the ratio of 

participation of the Muslim population remained nominal, majority of whom poled votes under 

the pressure of Indian occupation forces. India claims that the people of Kashmir are satisfied with 

the annexation of Kashmir with it and are living a normal life and participating in the routine 

                                            
2
 This resolution was given the number 47 by UN. 



matters of administration such as elections. The representatives of India took a stance that 

participation in the election by the people of Kashmir means there was no need for a plebiscite.  

On the contrary, Pakistan’s stance is that elections in the Kashmir were not conducted in a free 

and fair environment. People participated in elections due to governance issues. They wanted to 

improve infrastructure and situation in Kashmir like electricity, roads, and other developments. As 

per an estimate, about 06 to 07 lack of Indian soldiers is deputed in Kashmir to maintain law and 

order in the Indian held Kashmir. It is worth noting that in this scenario, with such a threatening 

situation, to what extent free and fair elections could take place there. 

General Pervez Musharraf took many steps to enhance friendly relations with the whole world, 

especially with India. General Pervez Musharraf era is worth mentioning regarding India and 

Pakistan's foreign policy, particularly regarding the Kashmir issue. He clearly explained the policy 

objectives claiming that Pakistan was capable and fully prepared to respond to any aggression but 

it wants to follow the policy of peace and respect towards the international community in general 

and towards its neighbours in particular. Kashmir issue was given the focal point of the foreign 

policy of Pakistan during the General Pervez Musharraf era. General Musharraf pointed out that 

this issue will remain the primary agenda of the foreign policy of Pakistan towards India. He also 

desired to start a bilateral dialogue between the two nuclear states. Agra Summit was positioned 

well for reconciliations of positive relations. It was started after the deadlock of bilateral talks. 

This deadlock was standing after the Kargil war in 1999. Confidence Building Measures and joint 

Mechanisms against terrorism also remained the part of Indo-Pak relations. Four points formula 

was presented by Musharraf as the president of Pakistan to resolve the Kashmir issue. The first 

point of this formula was that borders would remain the same as on maps while people could move 

freely on both sides of the said border.3 The second point was self-governance but not 

independence was to be given to Jammu and Kashmir along with Pakistan occupied Kashmir. This 

step was for internal management in all areas. Those fields included trade, tourism, and water 

among others, to enhance the trade through good relations and cooperation. The third point was 

the withdrawal of troops from the said disputed area. This process was to be phase-wise and 

stepwise accordingly. The fourth point was the joint supervising mechanism establishment. This 

step was to supervise the implementation of such a road map for Kashmir. In this mechanism, the 
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representatives of India, Pakistan, and Kashmir were to be considered as per the management of 

this four-point formula. Many other efforts and summits were also tried to plan to settle this issue. 

Main steps taken to improve relations between nuclear states were: 

1. Lahore-Amristar Bus service on January, 2006 

2. Weekly bus service 

3. Tehar Express 

4. Bilateral talks were planned  

Indo-Pak relations and peace processes are halted many times due to the Kashmir conflict. It has 

a potential threat of the outbreak of nuclear war not only between these two neighbouring states 

but it can also be the cause of third world war. That is why, it is needed that the Kashmir issue 

should be resolved justly and immediately. Peaceful relations between Pakistan and India depend 

upon resolving the Kashmir issue.  

A Short History of Indo-Pak Relations since Partition of Subcontinent, 1947 

The plan of division of British India into two States i.e. India and Pakistan were the news on which 

this process was initiated. This news was broadcasted from imperial capital New Delhi at about 

07.00 PM on June, 03 1947.4 The process of migration started on August 14, 1947. It was the 

greatest and huge migration of the twentieth century which was an outcome particularly of the 

division of Punjab between the two newly created states. In this process, deaths of about one 

million persons were estimated. It was the most momentous mass migration across the borders of 

newly created states, India and Pakistan. This process of migration generated a huge debate in 

history. This plan of partition was highly appreciated by the media of the time because, on this 

division, leaders of both states were agreed to avoid any bloodshed. British speeches were 

marvelous and even Lord Mountbatten considered himself prided on this decision of division. The 

plan clearly announced the partition of the subcontinent which was highly contested and opposed. 

This meant that the campaign which was started by the Muslims of the subcontinent for a separate 

Muslim state for the Muslims was succeeded.  In the partition of the Indian Subcontinent under 

the Indian Independence Act, 1947 the two provinces, Punjab and Bengal were divided. To 

actualize the plan of partition of the two provinces; two Boundary Commissions were established. 
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The Hindu and Muslim majority areas were the primary principles for the partition.  British Indian 

Army, Royal Indian Navy, the Indian Civil Services, the Railways, and the Central Treasury were 

also to be distributed between these two newly born states. At midnight on 14-15 August, 1947, 

the independent governments were established. About 10-12 million people were part of this 

partition process. This division did not cover the political integration of princely states like 

Hyderabad, Junagarh, and Jammu and Kashmir. West Pakistan and Indian states of Punjab came 

into being in this process of partition of British India.5 British and the Hindus never wanted 

partition of the subcontinent but the British finally agreed to the point that the partition was 

necessary due to ideological differences between the Muslim and the Hindu communities.6  

Mountbatten’s Plan 

It was the time when many changes were being expected in the subcontinent. Mountbatten came 

to the subcontinent with a prepared and planned agenda and specific objectives. He also had 

selective staff and special powers. He was assigned the task of the partition of British India as it 

was already planned. The plan of partition was also described in Attlee’s speech in February 1947. 

To maintain his credibility, Mountbatten announced a peaceful transformation of powers to the 

concerned. Mountbatten declared that the Government of the British would not prolong its stay in 

the subcontinent. There were many challenges to face to withdraw. The main, important, and 

sensitive issue was to decide the boundaries of the Hindu as well as the Muslim majority areas. 

The division of princely states was another important issue. This issue was considered a sensitive 

issue at the time of partition. This issue needed very careful handling but unfortunately, this did 

not happen. This was the beginning of a new chapter in the history of South Asia with certain 

unresolved issues such as the annexation of princely states. Amongst these princely states, Kashmir 

in particular is considered bad planning and mishandling of partition plan.7 

Radcliff Award 
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Sir Cyril Radcliff was appointed the Chairman of the boundary commission. The division line was 

given the name of the Radcliff line. Forcefully, the said task was given to him. He took the 

assistance of his private secretary in this mission. As mentioned by Khan, Radcliff was a respected 

judge. He was well known for his intellectual thinking but he did not have any technical skill for 

drawing the boundary line. He arrived in India with partition intention. There were 3800 miles 

border between the two states. This division was decided on the statistical proportions of the 

Hindu, the Muslim, and the Sikh populations. Radcliffe considered this task a thankless job. He 

had not even visited India before this responsibility.8 Even after the division of newly born states, 

a new boundary line was not shown to the public but on August 17, 1947, it was shown and marked 

on maps. A short report was presented by Radcliffe to Viceroy Mountbatten on August 08, 1947, 

which was officially announced and made public on August 16, 1947.  Radcliffe worked on it in a 

harassed and hurried way.  

The Stance of M.A. Jinnah over Radcliff Award 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah was the representative of the Muslim community and leader of the Muslim 

League. He considered this division unjust and was reluctant to accept it.9 He said clearly that the 

plan did not meet the requirements of the Muslims of the subcontinent. In Radcliffe award 

importance was given to only the chairman of the commission. Muhammad Ali Jinnah considered 

this award an unfair and illegal political award. It was commission only in papers but the decisions 

were made as per the will of British rule. Despite all issues and illegalities, he accepted this award 

with great patience.  

 

Historical Background of Kashmir 

There are many conflicts and issues between Pakistan and India but Kashmir is the core issue over 

which three major wars in 1948, 1965 and 1999 along with multiple limited skirmishes have taken 

place between India and Pakistan. Kashmir issue has remained unresolved since the partition in 

1947. The origin of the issue is that at the partition of the subcontinent, it was decided that the 
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areas in which the Muslims were living in the majority would be given to Pakistan. In the same 

way, the areas in which the Hindu were living were to be given to India. The state of Jammu and 

Kashmir had the Muslim majority and it was being ruled by a Hindu Maharaja, Hari Singh. He 

concluded a standstill agreement with Pakistan. He started atrocities against the Muslim population 

of Jammu and Kashmir. In this activity by the said Maharaja, the population revolted against him 

largely. In October 1947 people started protesting against Maharaja on a large scale. He was going 

to hand over Kashmir, a Muslim majority state to India. In this situation, the people of Kashmir 

declared a war of liberation against him. They advanced towards the capital of Kashmir, Srinagar 

for freedom. In this situation, Hari Singh requested Delhi for military assistance. The last Viceroy 

of India, Lord Mountbatten, who was working as Governor-General of India accepted his request 

for military assistance. He also imposed a condition that Kashmiri people would offer a referendum 

of the plebiscite to decide about their future as per their own will. Indian Prime Minister, Nehru 

was a Hindu Kashmiri. He sent troops to Jammu and Kashmir. During the final month of 1947, 

the Kashmir crisis could not be resolved. Both states failed to address the issue. Meanwhile, Indian 

troops succeeded to capture the Srinagar. On November 01, 1947 , Gilgit was conquered by Local 

Muslims personnel of Gilgit Scouts with the assistance of two British officers and sunsequently, 

Baltustan was also conquered on August 14, 1948 after a long deadly war between the armed 

forces of India and Pakistan. On October 24, 1947, as a result of the successful rebellion of the 

Muslims from the areas of Muzaffarabad, Poonch and Mirpur ( presently called as AJK), a 

successor and revolutionary Government was established with the name of Azad Government of 

the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir.  

A war started between Pakistan and India in 1947 due to this unjust partition of Kashmir valley. 

India presented this matter to the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) as a complaint against 

Pakistan. UNSC on the request of the Indian government intervened in the matter and ordered 

Pakistan and India to stop the war. Indians claimed Kashmir on the conditional association of 

Maharaja to India. United Nations Commission on India and Pakistan (UNCIP) was formed by 

UNSC to enquire about the whole matter. This commission was given the task to settle the issue 

while keeping in view both parties as well as the will of the people of Kashmir. This commission 

submitted its report after enquiring the matter deeply. Responding to this report, UNSC passed two 

resolutions regarding the issue of Kashmir on August 13, 1948 and January 05, 1949, respectively. 

In both resolutions, it was decided that the matter of Kashmir would be resolved as per the will of 



the people of this region through a plebiscite. Indian leaders did not cooperate in this regard as per 

the decision of the UNSC. Nehru, the Prime Minister of India took steps to incorporate in this 

regard. On January 01, 1948 and July 27, 1949 Indian and Pakistani Military officers signed an 

agreement. This agreement was signed in Karachi to a cease-fire line. This line was followed until 

1965 between both states.10  

India and Pakistan agreed to administer a part of Kashmir till the plebiscite. Pakistan controlled 

the Gilgit, Balistan and the Western edge of the valley of Kashmir. Its population was about 03 

million. The rest of the Kashmir was controlled by India. That part consisted of Kashmir, Jammu, 

and Ladakh. Its population was estimated to be about 09 million.11  

Kashmir issue was to be resolved quickly. At that time Generals of both states were the British. 

They could settle the issue amicably. General Gracey was serving as Chief of Pakistan Army and 

General Bucher was the General for India. They remained in close contact with each other during 

those crucial days. They did not want to prolong this conflict and resolve it as soon as possible. In 

the following years, no solution could be suggested about the issue and it is still unresolved and 

even becoming more critical over time.12    

Kashmir for Sale  

In the name of humanity, Sale of Kashmir is a great black spot. The foreigners sold it to Ghulab 

Singh by a treaty. This sale was made without the willingness and desire of the people of Kashmir. 

This deal was made by the East India Company. This task was performed as a goal. Ghulab Singh 

enjoyed this deal and used it as personal property. Maharaja died and his brother Dhayan Singh 

was murdered. At that time Maharaja Ghulab Singh became the most important figure. He served 

to the British during the first Sutlej campaign. His services were acknowledged. The Sikh did not 

have a treasury full of coins.  Ghulab Singh robbed it a few years ago. The little amount which 

was left was usurped by the expenses of administration. Governor-General also wanted to fulfill 

the demand of the directors at home. Therefore, it was secretly agreed to sell it. This deal was 
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planned between the Governor-General and Ghulab Singh. In this deal, it was decided to transfer 

states such as Jammu, Ladakh, and Hazara. The Treaty of Lahore was signed on March 09, 1846. 

Clause 12 was applied to it. This treaty had a clear message that the amount would be transferred 

to the British.13 In Punjab, political upheaval started by June 27, 1839 A.D. At that time there was 

no alternative to cope with the situation. On the other hand, Ghulab Singh was a very cunning and 

clever person. He judged the situation and planned his own. It was decided to attack the English 

jurisdiction. It resulted because the Sikh was defeated and the English soldiers had crossed the 

River Sutlej. They entered in Sikh jurisdiction. Strategically, Ghulab Singh did not participate in 

this war. He also maintained his secret relations and discussions. In this way, he was nominated to 

settle the matters with the English rulers. He got the benefit of this deal truly. He planned cunningly 

and did not care for the other Sikh community. The badly planned treaty was condemned. “Sale 

Deed” of Kashmir was signed. This deal was signed at Amritsar on March 16, 1846. Mr. F. Currie 

and Brevet Major Henry Montgomery Lawrence on the behalf of Lord Hardinge reproduced it. A 

Treaty between the Government of British and Ghulab Singh of Jammu was signed. The East India 

Company directed Governor-General to control the matter with Ghulab Singh.   

Indo-Pak Joint Mechanism for Anti-Terrorism  

After Mumbai blasts of 2006, leaderships of both states once again condemned the terrorism and 

showed determination to work jointly against it. It was also planned to take steps against terrorism. 

Both countries launched a joint anti-terrorism mechanism. This anti-terrorism was institutional to 

counter-terrorism. For the truck service, CBMs related LoC and other issues were focused by the 

leaders of both states.14 

Agra Summit 2001: An Effort for Bilateral Negotiations   

Pakistan always tried its best for bilateral negotiations with India at every level. These efforts were 

increased and given top preferences in 2000 especially. The deadlock was broken by the call of 

the Chief Executive of Pakistan, General Prevez Musharraf to Prime Minister of India, Atal Behari 

Vajpayee. This call was made by him to show sympathy to India on the losses of the earthquake. 
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This earthquake showed a great disaster in Kutch and Gujrat of India. Not only the President of 

Pakistan called the Prime Minister of India but also sent goods and help to support the people who 

faced difficulties due to this earthquake. The Prime Minister of India positively took this gesture 

of Pakistan. He invited the Chief Executive of Pakistan to India. On May 25, 2001, India sent the 

invitation in an official capacity to Pakistan. This invitation was not a visit in an official capacity 

to New Delhi but there was a mention of bilateral talks at summit level. General Pervez Musharraf 

accepted this invitation and decided to visit India. This visit was also confirmed by the book In the 

Line of Fire by Pervez Musharraf. “I landed in Delhi on July 14, 2001”.15 General Pervez 

Musharraf was warmly welcomed there. There were many expectations of the public from this 

meeting. The Prime Minister of India, Atal Behari Vajpayee met the president of Pakistan the next 

day in the city, Agra.  Formal talks started which were affirmed by Gen. Pervez Musharraf: “We 

began our formal dialogue on the morning of July 16, 2001”.16 

Four rounds of talks were held. Mutual issues were discussed by both leaders. The issue of Jammu 

and Kashmir was also discussed in this dialogue. It was also accepted and confirmed that this issue 

would be resolved through bilateral talks. India and Pakistan also focused on the need for peace 

and a cooperative environment for the betterment of both states. Pakistan insisted India take the 

Kashmir issue as a core issue and that it should be resolved on the top priority. While India focused 

on cross-border’s terrorism. They said that this terrorism was the main cause of the unlawful 

situations. General Pervez Musharraf said that this terrorism is due to the Kashmir issue. This 

cross-border terrorism could only be ended with the resolution of the Kashmir issue. Both states 

could not give a joint statement and the agenda for peace remained unfulfilled. The summit talks 

could not achieve the desired results. “What followed was initially quite encouraging, but ended 

on a disappointing note.”17  

The Revival of Indo-Pak Dialogue   

It is obvious that Indo-Pak relations had never remained cordial. Multiple attempts were made to 

start the peace process but all went in vain. After 9/11, both India and Pakistan faced a new 
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situation.  India blamed Pakistan for state-sponsored terrorism in December 2001 for the 

Parliament attack incident. In the same way, India blamed the attack on Srinagar Constitutional 

Assembly on Pakistan. Due to this situation, both states were on the brink of war. This critical 

situation continued for ten months. A cease-fire agreement was also made between both states in 

2003, due to which some tension decreased. In January 2004, the South Asian Association of 

Regional Cooperation (SAARC) held a summit conference. This summit was organized in 

Islamabad under the administration of Pakistan. Both Pakistani and Indian heads met in this 

summit where they declared the revival of composite dialogue. Indian Prime Minister, Atal Behari 

Vajpayee agreed and convinced to start the peace process. Pakistan also showed willingness 

regarding this process. Meanwhile, Indian political leadership changed. Manmohan Sing became 

the Prime Minister of India. He also showed a willingness to continue the peace process in May 

2004. President of Pakistan, Pervez Musharraf and Prime Minister of India Manmohan Sing met 

in New York. There, they agreed on the revival of dialogue. They planned to enhance mutual 

relations. In this composite dialogue, eight core issues were planned to discuss and focus. Those 

issues were as under: 

1. Jammu and Kashmir 

2. Confidence Building Measures 

3. Siachin 

4. Sir Creek 

5. Wular Barrage 

6. Drugs Trafficking and Terrorism 

7. Commercial and Economic Cooperation 

8. Promotion of friendly relations into many other fields  

Talks on the Foreign Secretary-level were initiated on June 27 and 28, 2004. This process which 

started in New Delhi was part of Composite Dialogue. Pakistani Foreign Secretary Riaz Khokhar 

and Indian Foreign Secretary Shashank talked in this process. A joint statement to cooperate in 

security as well as the peace process was also issued at that time. The focus was that the Confidence 

Building Measures (CBMs) should be continued to enhance the peace process. It was also 

suggested that prison fishermen would also be released by both states for the said purpose. Efforts 

for resolving the Kashmir issue were also agreed at that time. Aim to solve all other disputes were 

also shown at that time by both states. Transport diplomacy was also given importance towards 



the peace process. To initiate Srinagar-Muzaffarabad Bus Service was planned. For the said 

purpose legal documents of the passengers were also discussed. It was desired by both secretaries 

of the states that the Kashmir issue should be resolved as per the charter of the United Nations and 

Shimla agreement. Regular meetings were also decided to be held regarding nuclear technology.18    

Cricket Diplomacy  

Cricket Diplomacy was opted by the President of Pakistan Gen. Pervez Musharraf to resolve the 

Indo-Pak conflicts and issues. In March and April 2005, Indian and Pakistani cricket matches were 

played. On receiving the invitation by India for a day cricket match, President of Pakistan Pervez 

Musharraf went to India on April 17, 2005 to watch the match. Due to cricket diplomacy, Indo-

Pak relations enhanced positively. The meetings were held at summit levels in New Delhi in April 

2005. To resolve the mutual conflicts, many proposals were given by the President of Pakistan and 

Prime Minister of India. CBMs, people to people contact and cooperation between both states were 

agreed. An agreement between Musharraf and Manmohan Singh was signed to start the peace 

process and to resolve the issue of Jammu and Kashmir as well.  It was also decided that trade 

deals would also occur on both sides of Kashmir. Not only Bus service between Srinagar and 

Muzaffarabad started but planning was done to continue bus services among other cities as well. 

It was also decided by both leaders that train services between Khokarpar and Munabao would 

start on January 01, 2006. A decision was also made to reopen respective consulates in Mumbai 

and Karachi till the end of 2005. The proposal of Composite Dialogue was also encouraged by 

both leaders. Discussion over issues including Sir Creek and Siachin Glacier was also planned to 

start. High officials got instructions to start these discussions. On October 03, 2005 meetings at 

the level of foreign ministers were held. These meetings were to review the composite dialogue 

including CBMs. Meeting of the joint commission was held in October 2005 and joint statements 

were also given by President Musharraf and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh. To focus the agenda 

of the peace process, Pakistani foreign minister Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri and the Indian external 

affairs minister started work. The basic agenda was to focus the working speed on the said 

dialogue. Ministers of both countries showed interest over various issues.19  
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Many agreements of CBMs were also decided there. Agreement of the pre-notification of flight 

testing of Ballistic Missiles and the memorandum of understanding (MOU) between Maritime 

Security Agency (MSA) was also signed there. In the third round of talks between Pakistan and 

India, they agreed on non-conventional issues including CBMs measures. Work regarding Jammu 

and Kashmir's issue was also part of this effort.20   

Four Point Formula by General Pervez Musharraf over Kashmir   

President General Pervez Musharraf proposed his four points’ formula to solve the Kashmir issue. 

He gave an interview to the Indian television network, NDTV (E, 2012). This formula included 

the following four points.  

1. Borders would remain the same as on maps while people could move freely on both sides 

of the said border. Line of Control (LoC) was to be considered the said border.  

2. Self-governance but no independence was to be given to Jammu and Kashmir along with 

Pakistan occupied Kashmir. This step was for internal management in all areas. Those 

fields in which permission was to be given were trade, tourism, and water, etc. to enhance 

positive relations and cooperation.  

3. Withdrawal of troops from the said disputed area. This process will be a phase and stepwise 

accordingly.  

4. Joint supervising mechanism establishment. This step was to supervise the implementation 

of a road map for Kashmir.  

In this mechanism, the representatives of India, Pakistan and Kashmir were to be considered.  

 In history, this was the top time when bilateral relations were in the best position. During Gen. 

Musharraf era, Indo-Pak relations were based on Confidence Building Measures (CBMs) and 

conflict resolution. Indians were following quickly CBMs but were not showing a good and active 

role in conflict resolution.  The idea of four points formula was supposed to satisfy Pakistan, India 

and people of Kashmir. As stated earlier, Gen. Pervez Musharraf narrates this formula in his book 

in the Line of Fire. He suggested identifying the geographic regions of Kashmir which needed 

solutions. Pakistani part is divided into two regions. Those two parts are Northern Areas and Azad 
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Kashmir. The Indian part is divided into three parts. Those three parts are Jammu, Srinagar and 

Ladakh. All these issues of ethnic, political and strategic issues could be discussed and issues can 

be resolved based on some give and take formula. Secondly, there would be demilitarization in all 

the regions. This step would prove as comfort and soothing matter to the peoples of Kashmir. 

Thirdly, self-governance would be introduced in the specified areas. People from Kashmir would 

feel satisfaction to run their government and matter by their own. There would be no international 

factor to disturb their internal peace. Fourthly, the most important matter was the joint mechanism 

on the said area to supervise. This joint committee would comprise the members from Pakistan, 

India, and Kashmir. Four points formula needed consideration by the public as well as by 

stakeholders.21  

In the view of the above discussion, it can be said that the stance of Pakistan towards the Kashmir 

issue was very realistic and determined to solve the problem. Pakistan wanted to resolve this 

international issue between the two nuclear states of South Asia. On the other hand, India was not 

serious to resolve this issue. This is another factor that the majority of the people who were living 

in Kashmir wanted to join Pakistan. The issue is not resolved till the present day. The people of 

Kashmir are facing difficulties, injuries and even they lose their lives because they demand their 

basic right of the plebiscite. This right was also accepted by the United Nations (UN) in its 

resolutions.22     

Conclusion  

Since 1947, India and Pakistan had several issues and conflicts. Kashmir always remained at a 

high position in those issues and proved like an apple of discord between both nuclear states.  

Kashmir is a disputed issue. Its decision must be taken by the people of Kashmir as per their own 

will and desire as it is their basic right. The Instrument of Accession of Jammu and Kashmir is 

rejected by Pakistan. India always put this Instrument in support of the Kashmir issue. The point 

of view of Pakistan on this instrument is that Maharaja Hari Singh was an unpopular leader of 

Kashmir. The people of Kashmir did not like him and his will as well. He was considered as a 
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cruel leader who always suppressed the people of Kashmir and never gave them their basic right 

to speak. Pakistan claimed that Indian forces were already present in Kashmir. The instrument of 

Kashmir was signed later on. Indian soldiers are also violating the basic rights in Kashmir.  

It is also said by the scholars of Kashmir that India is violating the fundamental human rights of 

the people of Kashmir. The innocent people of Kashmir who are just demanding their basic human 

rights are controlled by terror. The people of Kashmir are being killed by the Indian army in 

Kashmir. A report indicates that more than 95 thousand peoples have been killed in Kashmir till 

now by Indian forces. India also refused to accept her promise of the plebiscite.     

It is obvious that without resolving the Kashmir issue, the relations of Pakistan and India can never 

be positive and friendly. Kashmir's cause is very important and prominent. Both states are nuclear 

powers. To resolve this issue, the resolutions passed by the UN should be implemented and the 

will of the people of Kashmir should be given importance. The plebiscite was promised with the 

people of Kashmir at the time of accession by the Mountbatten on all India Radio publicly. This 

promise should be fulfilled which is the primary demand of the people of Kashmir.   

 

 

 


