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Parallels in Resistance: A Comparative Analysis
of Kashmiri Freedom Movement and Irish
Republican Army Struggle
Amna Raza Abbasi
Abstract
Many scholars of comparative politics and political studies have
found striking similarities between the Kashmiri and Irish struggles.
This article entails a brief description of the Kashmiri struggle from
1846 and the Irish struggle from the 1800s to date, respectively.
Later on, it evaluates the critiques of comparison of the two conflicts
and concludes how much these two struggles converge or diverge.
Keywords: Kashmir, National Liberation Front, JKLF, APHC,
Sein Fein, IRA.
Introduction
Dipankar De Sarkar, an Indian Journalist, wrote an article titled “If
Pakistan were like Ireland” in which he reminisces how Ireland
played a positive role in bringing peace in Northern Ireland by
collaborating with Great Britain. According to him, Pakistan needs
to learn from it. The assumption is that only if Pakistan has had
behaved like Ireland, peace would have been restored in Kashmir. 1

1

Dipankar De Sarkar. "Jammu and Kashmir, Ireland and the ghost of Pakistan." the mint. Mar 13,
2015
https://www.livemint.com/Opinion/Z515sh0NwLeNF7ID8FV6nO/Outside-In--Jammu-andKashmir-Ireland-and-the-ghost-of-Pak.html (Accessed July 1, 2021).
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This observation comes from a degree of assumed supremacy.
Sarkar equates Indian authority with that of British-occupied forces
and presupposes that it has been equally forbearing in the Jammu
and Kashmir, the leniency Britain was forced to show in occupied
Ireland. The Kashmiris and Irish are two different people and two
different conflicts. The notorious IRA troops and their atrocities had
stirred terror in the public imagination; while the Kashmiri struggle
is still relatively non-violent and pure in resistance despite the
Indian accusations of foreign involvement. There is a Kashmir Road
in Ulster, and that is where the stories of Kashmir and Ireland merge
and eventually separate. This article will briefly summarize the
history of the Kashmiri struggle and a timeline of IRA; then it will
take an inquisition on the comparisons of the two struggles before
drawing any conclusion.
The Kashmiri Struggle during Dogra Rule (1846-1947)
Ironically, the BBC periodical online starts with the timeline of the
Kashmir struggle from 1947, when the Indian subcontinent
underwent partition into Hindu majority and Muslim majority
geographies; although the miseries of this princely state started way
before that when the British East India Company, after overthrowing
the Sikh government, ruled over Kashmir from 1819 to 1846. What
entailed was the most horrific ordeal for the vast population of
Kashmiris when it was sold to Maharaja Gulab Singh for 75 lakhs
Indian rupees.
Dogra rule is considered the most oppressive century in the beautiful
valley of Kashmir. The regime carried out inhumane maneuvers
over 97% of the population of Kashmiris that is Muslim. Politically
powerless, bereft of the right of peaceful protest, Muslims became a
helpless, tortured entity. 2 In the 1920s and 1930s Muslims of
Kashmir started to demand their rights. A Reading Room party
emerged and tried to build awareness against the atrocities of Dogra
Raj by writing in newspapers and corresponding to the Viceroy of
2

Ahmad, Kashmir: Looking Back in Time. (New Delhi: Atlantic Publishers, 2021), 18.
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India. In 1930, in the reign of Hari Singh, any mass uprising against
the rajas was crushed mercilessly. 3 In 1932, Sheikh Abdullah and
Chaudhry Ghulam Abbas founded Jammu & Kashmir Muslim
Conference (MC). The party peacefully demanded swift
implementation of the Glancy Commission that allowed opening
mosques and shrines, and regnant propriety rights to legal tenants.
MC demanded their legislative rights and their right to education. 4
Thanks to Indian Congress for meddling the MC plunged into
differences because of a very public rift between Sheikh Muhammad
Abdullah and Mirwaiz Muhammad Yusuf Shah on the AhrarMirzayi issue.5 The conflict and disparities among the two leaders of
Muslims of Kashmir derided the poor population of Kashmir a
resistance that could’ve to help them alleviate the injustices of
Dogra Raj.
Eventually, Sheikh Abdullah leaned in favour of the Indian National
Congress after meeting with Jawaharlal Nehru at Lahore Railway
Station in 1937. About which Chaudhry Ghulam Abbas commented
that “Abdullah returned intoxicated with the wine of nationalism.” 6
Most educated Muslims were averred of his nationalistic agenda and
started leaving S. M. Abdullah. Losing local elections, being
bankrupt, and intensified aggression from Kashmiri Muslims over
Abdullah’s objectives did not deter him to change his ideological
stance and he converted MC into National Conference (NC) that
jubilated both Nehru and Gandhi.7
On June 16, 1936 the angered Muslim Youth which felt betrayed by
Abdullah’s actions tried to recapture Mujahid Manzil, the place
where MC was founded. In retaliation, Sheikh Abdullah and his
associates pelted the insurgents with stones. Another attempt in
1940 failed. Nehru kept in touch with Abdullah all this time, despite
growing mistrust of Hindus and Pandits of Kashmiri over
3

Ahmad, Kashmir, 19.
Ahmad, Kashmir, 22.
5
Ahmad, Kashmir, 23.
6
Ghulam Ahmad Chaudhry, Kashmakash (Srinagar: Kashmir Book Foundation, 2017), 159.
7
Ahmad, Kashmir, 36.
4
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Abdullah’s stance, and tensions among Muslims. In 1940 another
blow to the Muslim majority was by the rule passed by the Prime
Minister of Jammu & Kashmir on the implementation of Devanagari
scripts in the schools and allowing Hindus to possess arms at the
expense of Muslims. In 1941 the MC was reenacted, two years later
Chaudhry Ghulam Abbas joined back, who up till now had resigned
to Jammu while dissociating with Abdullah.8
Abdullah, as expected, sided with the Dogra policies. Other
Muslim’s outrage led to Sher-Bakra animosity (Abdullah and
Mirwaiz groups, respectively), which ensued a social rift in and
fragmentation among common Kashmiris: with divorces occurring
because of affiliations of husband and wife to two different groups,
street fights, and separate Eid congregation and mosque
attendances.9 In the Sher-Bakra riots, Abdullah’s protégé created a
Maisuma Regiment that led to attacks on the Mirwaiz supporters,
from thrashing prayers attendants to desecrating green flag with
kalima shahadah. Consequently, the NC became a tool for the
Indian Congress. By locking a Dar-us-Salam madrassah, vandalizing
an MC office to attack its workers. The months of March and April,
in the words of MC workers, were torture equivalent to that of a
Nazi regime.10 Mirwaiz was a religious leader with authority over
Hazratbul shrine and Dastageer Sahib; while Sheikh Abdullah, with
state machinery at his disposal, was able to take control of these
places to further his political agenda.11
In July 1944, at the official visit of Hari Singh, both NC and MC
welcomed him, which was a shift in the policies of MC. On March
16, 1945 the slogans of Pakistan Zindabad were raised by MC
during a Milad-un-Nabi procession for the very first time. Nehru
was irked by the news and sent Diwan Chaman Lal to meet
Abdullah on this matter. That same year Mirwaiz and Abdullah were
given a royal reception in Poonch. MC raised black flags and pelted
8

Ahmad, Kashmir, 44.
Ahmad, Kashmir, 48.
10
Ahmad, Kashmir, 50.
11
Ahmad, Kashmir, 52.
9
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stones on a river procession held by NC for Indian Congress
Leaders. In retaliation, NC members beat up every Muslim Congress
member and student encountered and thrashed every green flag with
the kalima emblem seen.12 Taking a different approach, Abdullah
started a Quit Kashmir movement against Maharaja Hari Singh and
changed his stance against MC. Abdullah was described by Abbas
as a great leader in a public gathering in a Jama Masjid on May 8,
1946. Twelve days later Abdullah was arrested by the government
before he could attend a ceremony to rename NC to MC. The MC
distanced itself from the Quit Kashmir movement as the government
assured them that they will concede to Pakistan.13
Maharaja Hari delayed his decision of accession; leaders of India
visited Maharaja and were persuaded to join them while a request by
Mr. Jinnah for a visit wasn’t granted by Maharaja. Mirwaiz warned
against a backlash against a Hindu Kashmir. By October 1947, the
insurgency against Hari Singh forced him to flee to Jammu and ask
for military intrusion. The scuffle between Kashmiris supported by
western Pashtun tribal wedged Azad Jammu & Kashmir into onethird for Pakistan and two-thirds for India, where Abdullah of NC
was given the administration.14
The Ongoing Kashmir Struggle (1947 onwards)
After the British left the subcontinent, Maharaja had a choice,
whether to accede to Pakistan or India or to be a semi-autonomous
body. Hari Singh delayed the decision hoping that he may create a
princely state; this gave a lot of time to other factors to take effect.
The Muslims of Kashmir along with Pashtun tribesmen started a
revolution for their independence; so, to prevent that the Maharaja
signed an Instrument of Accession to Indian Union in October 1947.
Pakistan seeing that as a betrayal for Kashmir was a natural
extension of its geography and Maharaja had already signed a
12

Ahmad, Kashmir, 54.
Ahmad, Kashmir, 55.
14
Ahmad, Kashmir, 57.
13
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standstill agreement with Pakistan for the possibility of a trade,
which it did not sign with India; while India wanted to assert Hari
Singh’s accession, a local struggle erupted in 1948 which got halted
with UN intervention.15
Article 307 although granted Kashmir a special status with India
which had full authority over itself except communications, foreign
affairs, and defense; the Maharaja signing the treaty against the will
of Kashmiris would plunge Kashmir into decades of hostility. 16
Abdullah’s oath ceremony was overshadowed by Indian troops’ para
jumping in Srinagar to fight the Pashtun tribal and local rebels.17
Sheikh Abdullah later wrote a letter to Maharaja Hari Singh for the
assurance of his continued loyalty. He ruled for the next few years.
In his memoirs, he writes that he was grateful for being the first
Prime Minister for Kashmir although all that time there was already
a sworn Prime Minister of Kashmir, Meher Chand Mahajan.18 Hari
Singh later led the oath-taking ceremony at the behest of Nehru to
set Abdullah as Prime Minister. Nehru’s hostility against Maharaja
played a pivotal role in Abdullah assuming authority over
Kashmir.19
Ironically Abdullah corresponded with the seal of the Saryavanshi
Dogra Monarchy and extended the Dogra hundred-year rule. In
1951 Karan Singh became Sadr-e-Riyasat and Abdullah worked
under him. In 1953, Abdullah was dismissed and sent to jail on
orders of the same Nehru who brought him to power.20 Sir Owen
Dixon of UN proposed a partition post-plebiscite to which Liaquat

15

Britannica, "Kashmir Summary". April 29, 2021, https://www.britannica.com/summary/Kashmirregion-Indian-subcontinent (Accessed October 21, 2021).
16
Britannica, "Kashmir Summary".
17
Ahmad, Kashmir, 67.
18
Ahmad, Kashmir, 70.
19
Ahmad, Kashmir, 73.
20
Ahmad, Kashmir, 75.
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Ali Khan and Nehru were signatories. But they were empty
promises as India never accepted to withdraw from Kashmir. 21
The UN’s plebiscite in Kashmir wasn’t becoming a reality so a
Plebiscite Front (PF) was formed. Abdullah never supported
plebiscite and cited old age for not heading the front; which
interestingly was not a factor when he assumed the presidency of
NC in 1975 at the age of 70. In 1951 Abdullah’s party won all seats
which, as the UN declared, could not be considered a plebiscite. By
1955 Nehru withdrew from his plebiscite promise citing the cold
war as the reason.22 Although Indian occupied Kashmir was already
in flames with continued Dogra policies. A Poonch Revolt erupted
in Azad Jammu Kashmir on the dismissal of Sardar Ibrahim.
Although the revolt was curbed the actions of forces brought in from
Punjab puts stains on the history of Pakistan’s goodwill on
Kashmir.23
Abdullah was freed and then again put in jail; meanwhile, the Indian
occupied Kashmir was ruled by Karan Singh with support from the
Indian armed forces. 1963 to 1987 witnessed true Kashmiri
nationalism. On the international front, China had annexed India’s
Tibet and signed its agreement with Pakistan over its Xinjiang
Province.24 A theft of a religious relic, Moi Muqaddas, in 1963
engulfed Indian occupied Kashmir into a riot; but the relic was later
found not to have been stolen in the first place. In 1964, the titles of
Sadr-e-Riyasat and Prime Minister were changed to governor and
CM, which according to Bose was the end of the road for Article
370 that gave Kashmir institutional autonomy. 25

21

UN Digital Library, Report of Sir Owen Dixon, United Nations Representative for India and
Pakistan to the Security Council. (September 1950,). Retrieved from https://digitallibrary.un.
org/record /486273?ln=en (Accessed October 21, 2021).
22
Ahmad, Kashmir, 81.
23
Usman Khan Yousufzai, “The Forgotten Poonch Revolt: A Stain on our History,” Tribune. March
18,
2021.https://tribune.com.pk/article/97333/the-forgotten-poonch-revolt-a-stain-on-our-history
(Accessed October 21, 2021)
24
Sumantra Bose, Kashmir: Roots of Conflict, Paths to Peace (Harvard: Harvard University Press,
2003), 76.
25
Bose, Kashmir, 82.
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In 1965 Pakistan and India, over the unresolved issue of Kashmir,
plunged into war. It started with Operation Gibraltar. Later, India
attacked Lahore and Sialkot. The Indian advancement was
defeated.26
Maqbool Bhat a revered leader in both Azad and occupied Kashmir
with Amanullah Khan created Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front
(JKLF). Initially, after the formation of PF, a National Liberation
Front (NLF) was formed that purported armed insurgence.27 Bhat
crossing over to Indian Occupied Kashmir started organizing. The
PF distanced itself from the NLF over the armed agenda. In 1968
Maqbool Bhat was arrested and given a death sentence; luckily, he
fled Srinagar jail and escaped to Pakistan where he was arrested by
Pakistan Army, interrogated for several months, and later freed.
Bhat became the head of the PF and declared the NLF as its armed
wing. To come to a middle point the JKLF was formed, the notions
for liberation were conceived in the streets of Jammu & Kashmir
and founded in London in 1976.28
On January 30, 1971 the NLF hijacked an Indian plane named
Ganga and diverted it off to Lahore, Pakistan. This irked both sides
as Pakistan deemed them as Indian agents and vice versa. Not only
did it bring the NLF to international light, but it also painted the
party as the sole savior of Muslims of Kashmir. 29 Maqbool Bhat
intensified his activities from across the border. Pakistan, in the
words of Amanullah khan, had a gentleman’s agreement that lasted
till Zia’s plane crash. Benazir Bhutto, by Khan’s account, ordered
the ISI to clip their wings after a very verbal spat in Muzaffarabad
with leaders of the JFLK. After that Pakistan backed liberation
movements which started sprouting in Jammu and Kashmir,
undermining the JKLF authority as a pure Kashmiri struggle. After
26

Muhammad Ilyas Khan, Operation Gibraltar: The Pakistani Troops who Infiltrated Kashmir to Start
a Rebellion, September 5, 2015. BBC.com. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-34136689.
27
Zafar Khan, “The Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front: An Insider Account,” in S. Hussain (Ed.),
Society and Politics of Jammu & Kashmir, pp. 141-56). (Coventry, UK: Palgrave Macmillan, 2021):
147.
28
Khan, “The Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front,” 148.
29
Khan, “The Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front,” 149.
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the assassination of Maqbool Bhat, Yasin Malik became the head of
the JKLF.30
1989 onwards saw an exodus of Kashmiri Pundits from Jammu and
Kashmir, 95% of whom left in a decade that ensued. Although it
was seen as the result of the JKLF, Lashkar, and Hizbul
Mujahideen’s efforts, another explanation was given that they were
removed by the Indian government to tackle the Muslim population
more vehemently. Leaders like Yasin Malik and Ali Shah Gilani had
a similar stance and so did Professor Safiuddin Soz. Although
Jagmohan, the then appointed governor of Kashmir, discredited any
such claims.31 In 2004, an All Parties Hurriyat Conference was
created to bring forth the struggle of self-determination, which
eventually saw a similar fate as previous movements and broke into
two factions: one led by Mirwaiz Umar Farooq and supported by
Yasin Malik and other by Syed Ali Shah Gilani.
From time-to-time Pakistan and India fought over the issue of
Jammu and Kashmir, which led to Siachen debacle, Kargil War and
futile peace talks. The unrest continues as India’s oppressive tactics
keep amplifying. In 2016, after the assassination of Burhan
Muzaffar Wani, Kashmir plunged into a blood bath, resulting in a
fifty-day curfew and hundreds of deaths. 2019 onwards India has
revoked the Article 370, shutting the poor descendants of Kashmir
valley into a perpetual lockdown. Since then, more than 5000 people
have been detained and tortured.32 The Kashmir Struggle hangs in a
balance like that of the Northern Ireland. Only in comparison
Norther Ireland is several times more peaceful today.
Irish Republican Army
Be advised, my passport's green,
30

Khan, “The Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front,” 152.
Alexander Evans, “A Departure from History: Kashmiri Pandits, 1990-2001,” Contemporary South
Asia, 11:1 (2010): 21.
32
M. Junaid, “Kashmir: A Historical Timeline,” Adi Magazine, https://adimagazine .com/articles/
kashmir-a-historical-timeline/.
31
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No glass of ours was ever raised,
To toast the Queen.33
The struggle of Ireland to gain independence from the Britain
Empire is long, and will always come together with the name of
Irish Republican Army. And for some it is still incomplete due to the
division of Ireland and Northern Ireland. Although the struggle is a
century long, stories of huge public support and Irishmen boasting
about an 800 years old fight against monarchy might be a little
exaggerated.34
The Origins of Revolution (1798-1900’s)
The initial underlining to the Irish Republican Army can be traced to
the Irish demands of independence at the end of the eighteenth
century when Great Britain was in conflict with other European
powers. In 1798, the same time around French Revolution was at its
peak, the father of the Irish Revolution, Theobald Wolf Tone, got
assistance from the French for his insurrection. But that rebellion
was crushed by the monarchy. In 1800, an Act of Union was passed
in which Ireland became ‘forever’ dominion of the British Empire.
This led to the dismantling of the quasi-independent Irish parliament
and sole authority to govern the inhabitants of Emerald Isles rested
upon the Westminster Parliament.
Irish who supported Great Britain came to be known as the
Unionists while the rebels or those who demanded freedom were
deemed as Republicans or Revolutionaries. In 1803, Robert Emmet
tried an insurrection against King George III but he was too
apprehended and executed. Over the next two decades, the strength
of rebel Irish men and women grew, and the Fenians started to band
33

The Guardian, “Seamus Heaney,” January 14, 2011,
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2008/jun/13/seamus.heaney (Aaccessed May 24, 2021).
34
Brendan O'Brien, The Long War: The IRA and Sinn Féin (Dublin: Syracuse University Press, 1993),
9.
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together. The reason for Irish revolutionaries coming together could
be the great Irish famine, worsening local situation, and support for
the Irish brotherhood from the United States, a nascent but strongly
emerging power. This was the time that Great Britain listed the Irish
Volunteers as terrorists. But till 1916, IRA remained a somewhat
non-aggressive force.35
Irish Revolutionary Period (1916-1921)
“Ireland unfree shall never be at peace”,36 said Patrick Pearse when
he ended his eulogy for Jeremiah O’Donovan Rossa standing along
the latter’s graveside on August 1, 1915. And those words became
the trajectory of Ireland’s fate for the century to come. O’Donovan
Rossa was a senior member of Sinn Féin, which originated in 1902
and is a main political segment of the Irish Republican Army
(IRA).37 IRA was officially created in 1919 as an offshoot of Irish
Volunteers that was a country-wide volunteer movement of freedom
fighters, or terrorists, depending on which side you take. During the
decade of 1912 to 1922, there was mass volunteering in the
rebellion: men became part of IRA, women of Cumannnam Ban and
young boys formed Fianna Eiream.38
The most influential IRA activity can be traced back to the Easter
Uprising of 1916, headed by a defense council of seven men. The
mutiny lasted for six days. Patrick Pearce read out aloud their
manifesto on the steps of the General Post Office. Soon the British
Monarchy curtailed the mutiny and in the next month gave death
sentences to sixteen men associated with IRA including Patrick
Pearce. The British style of persecution, arrests, and subsequent
martial law only gave impetus to the freedom movement. On
January 12, 1919, the newly founded Sinn Féin or IRA elected its
parliamentarians, who were a part of the British House of
35

O’Brien, The Long War, 10.
Patrick Pearse, "Graveside Panegyric for O'Donovan Rossa on 1 August 1915 at Glasnevin
Cemetery in Dublin," http://www.easter1916.net/oration.htm.
37
Paul Arthur, “Sinn Féin,” Britannica. 2021. https://www.britannica.com/topic/Sinn-Fein.
38
Peter Hart, “The Social Structure of the Irish Republican Army, 1916-1923,” The Historical Journal
Vol. 42 no. 1 (March 1999): 208.
36
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Commons. The elected parliament accredited their 1916
proclamation which stated that “We declare the right of the people
of Ireland to the ownership of Ireland and to the unfettered control
of Irish destinies to be sovereign and indivisible.” They called it the
Dáil Éireann.39
The parliament also sanctioned the founding of an independent Irish
republic where they demanded Irishmen in evacuating their
homeland from the British garrison. On the very same day, two
soldiers of the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) were shot dead and
full responsibility was taken by the IRA. The Government of Great
Britain vehemently rejected the parliament. 40 During that year, the
IRA gradually isolated RIC, attacked their barracks and executed the
G-men and their members of the British Intelligence Division. By
the end of the year, the damage was quite huge and the British hold
was shattered. Two British inspectors sent by the Crown, to
investigate the culprits and the IRA military and financial resources,
were shot dead within days of setting foot in Dublin. 41 1920s led to a
wave of recruitments in the RIC as the British government promised
hefty pay, nice meals and uniforms. Those last few years had been
successful for IRA as their activities helped bolster their image and
the damage to British administration was visible. On the English
front, not only new recruits but also retired officers joined the RIC.
The heavy influx led to a shortage of uniforms, so the new RIC
became a mixture of bottle greens and khakis. Ill-trained, nondisciplined and ruthless; the RIC carried out tit-for-tat attacks,
burning down of properties, and shooting anyone on spot for the
mere assumption of being a Fenian. They became famous as Black
and Tans, named after a regional pack of hounds and their terror was
far-reaching.42
39

PBS. "FRONTLINE." Readings - The Proclamation of The Irish Republic | The Ira & Sinn Féin.
1998. https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/ira/readings/easter.html (Accessed May 25,
2021).
40
James Durney, The Volunteer: The Uniforms, Weapons and History of the Irish Republican Army
1913-1997 (Ireland: Gaul House, 2004), 19.
41
Durney, The Volunteer, 20.
42
Durney, The Volunteer, 22.
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In that year, 450 barracks were deserted by the Brits which were
burned to the ground by the IRA. The RIC became dysfunctional
and matters of local security and common legalities were being dealt
by the elders of the IRA. The monarchy tried to deal with the
situation through its constabulary only, so as not to give the
assumption of war if it brought an army. IRA kept attacking the
police and barracks and did considerable damage to the presence of
Great Britain in Ireland.43
On November 21, 1920 the IRA killed nineteen British agents. That
day the situation was tense but 15000 Irish came out to see Dublin
play Tipperary in Croke Park. The RIC divided into four groups
entered the park to arrest members of the IRA. One constabulary
shot a bullet that killed a football player on the spot. It created panic
and killed and injured many including women and children. The
fatality toll was above thirty in only fifteen hours including three
men killed by the RIC later. In which one of them was not a Fenian
but just a common man. That day is remembered in Ireland’s history
as the “bloody Sunday”.44
Ultimately the British government passed the bill to divide Ireland
into two separate administrative blocks. The seat of Belfast ruled six
Ulster counties and Dublin governed twenty-six counties. But the
troubles continued with guerilla attacks on police and the army
while the terror of Black and Tans reigned. In Ireland, there were
approximately 10000 IRA members and 60000 British army troops
and 15000 RIC men. On February 20, 1921, around fifteen
Irelanders were killed by the black and tans, and a month later same
number of Fenians had surrendered to the police.45 The volunteers
started attacking the cities of London and Manchester as well and
then by the end of 1920 they damaged hundreds and thousands of
pounds of properties along a dock, and targeted British farms,
hotels, and commercial spots.
43

Durney, The Volunteer, 24.
Durney, The Volunteer, 26.
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Durney, The Volunteer, 28.
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On May 21, 1921, the IRA burned down the customs house, the
finest piece of architecture in Dublin. And it provided a great
amount of propaganda for the Irish Republican Army when the
symbol of British government and administration in Ireland burned
down to ashes.46 In June, IRA was advancing by attacks but in one
event the auxiliaries to British police were able to intercept a batch
of the IRA members and killed twenty, wounded ten, and
imprisoned eighty members, which were the IRA’s finest and that
was a blow to their organization. By July both the parties were
heavily distraught and in the loss. The monarchy was losing a lot of
money and men in the war so King George V opened the Irish
parliament. In the by-elections, the Sinn Féin members got elected
in every constituency of South and declared the rule as Second Dáil.
The Anglo-Irish War came to an end by a truce. The treaty to accept
Northern Ireland as the constituency of Great Britain was signed by
Michael Collins, a Fenian, as the “stepping stone to the Freedom of
Ireland”.47
Irish Civil War (1922-1923)
The Second Dáil accepted a treaty that allowed Britain some access
to Ireland’s port demanded the Irish deputies to show allegiance to
King George, and keep the Privy Council intact. Northern Ireland
used its power to remain out of the Free State of Ireland. Such a
resolution brought a divide as there were some Irish who were
happy with whatever Ireland they got (moderates), others wouldn’t
sit until they got the whole emancipated (radicals). The pro-treaty
and anti-treaty republicans both weren’t happy with the
arrangement; they were just not in agreement about how to achieve
the “Free State”.48
In the parliament, the anti-treaty group headed by De Valera
believed that pro-treaty Fenians (Michael Collins) had no right to
46

Durney, The Volunteer, 30.
Durney, The Volunteer, 31.
48
Matthew Whiting, Sinn Féin and the IRA: From Revolution to Moderation. (Edinburgh: Edinburgh
University Press, 2018), 18.
47

127

IJKS: Vol.3 - No. 1/2021
Abbasi: Parallels in Resistance: A Comparative Analysis of Kashmiri Freedom Movement and Irish Republican Army Struggle
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

pass the resolution. The masses wanted to see a unified Sinn Féin;
but, although the government was of pro-treaty politicians, the antitreaty group occupied the four civil courts. The governmental
disparity broke into a Civil War triggered by the assassination of
Michael Collins. The guerilla attacks and ambush by both sides
started on June 28, 1922, and ended on April 30, 1923. The antitreaty republicans though largely portrayed as terrorists and
irrational actually won the elections by a margin despite having their
major leadership in jail. The Civil War resulted in a major change of
direction of the Irish Republican Army or of Sinn Féin. Their enemy
changed from the British Empire to the Free Irish State. The Sinn
Féin depicted da Valera as the legitimate President of Ireland, as he
was sworn in during the First Dáil as well. But it did not have any
mass following and in the words of Irish parliamentarian Bob
Briscoe, “Irish Republic was a shadow government that ruled
nothing, Sinn Féin a shadow political party with no politics.”49
Fianna Fail (1926-1937)
Eamon de Valera the anti-treaty leader was imprisoned in 1923 due
to which his followers refused to be part of the parliament and
formed Fianna Fail. By 1932 de Valera remained the premier of
Ireland till 1973, expect for six years. The Fianna became moderate
Republicans. IRA tried to negotiate a position with da Valera which
he rejected and demanded the IRA militia to join the Irish army.
This furthered the rift. In 1925 the IRA left the leaders of second
Dáil so as to avoid any obligation of conforming to the government.
The guerilla attacks and violence in pursuit of united Ireland
continued by the IRA. But de Valera’s government was able to
clamp them down.50
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IRA –‘they just got old’ (1938-1957)
In 1938, IRA was successful in a military takeover, but it did not
ensure any peace: they waged a war on Britain. De Valera worked
hard in subduing them as he feared the autonomy of Ireland in
jeopardy. The IRA was grounded and most of them were left to die
during the Second World War. 51 IRA had been declining in
strength. Diarmuid O’Leary, then joint secretary, accepted that the
strength of IRA reduced to hundreds and the real members died or
got old.52 In 1948 a former chief of the staff of the IRA Sean
McBride became the ruler of Ireland, the government renamed the
free state to the Republic of Ireland. For his policies, McBride was
called ‘pro-treaty party number three’. The IRA was diminishing so
it actively started infiltrating the Sinn Féin again. And instead of
Dublin, they turned their attention towards the north.53
The ‘Troubles’ – Means to an End (the 1960s-1990s)
“One of the most harrowing moments in the whole history of the
harrowing of the heart in Northern Ireland,” mentions Seamus
Heaney in his Nobel speech, is where a minibus full of workers (17)
was halted by armed men in masks and lined up, they demanded the
Catholics to step out. There was only one, and the rest were killed
there and then, attackers “were not Protestant terrorists, but… the
Provisional IRA.” But that wasn’t the beginning of it. On January
30, 1972 a few Britain had slain thirteen peaceful Catholic
protestors. The Brits declared them terrorists which weren’t true and
the incident led to a rebirth of the IRA. Later that year more than
twenty bombs shattered the whole of Belfast in which 130 people
died. Later, the IRA was held responsible for the bombing in 1976
that killed Lord Mountbatten.54 The troubles of Northern Ireland
were the result of a clash between the Unionists, who wanted to
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remain under the English and were predominantly Protestants, and
the Republicans who were Catholics. For IRA, it was a freedom
movement; for Unionists, IRA was a terrorist organization. This
continued for three decades and with Northern Ireland being
constantly wounded; the Troubles ended in 1995 after a peace treaty
–and so did the IRA. Eamonn McDermont, a volunteer sentenced to
death, asserted that “It’s a cliché now but the British Army created
the IRA…. They brought the national question into it.”55 The
republicans stood up for reform; but, division of the land and illconceived policies of the Empire had led Ireland into a century of
turmoil.
The Kashmir Struggle in Comparison with the IRA
As mentioned, some Indians are obsessed with a comparison of
Ireland’s resolution with their own and with that of Kashmir. 56 The
problem with such comparison is that they feel they themselves are
the colonial power like the UK. They believe Jammu & Kashmir
could remain their territory like Northern Ireland has been for
Britain. But this is somewhat flawed and based on the assumption
that the Irish are happy with this solution. Only recently the Irish
PM said he wanted to see a United Ireland.57 Varghese Koithara
articulates that the two political problems are dissimilar to each
other. He believes Ireland wants to peacefully end the conflict while
Pakistan wants to exacerbate the Kashmir issue. He also adds that
Europe is less nationalist and religious than the countries of South
Asia. According to him, the Northern Ireland disparity is only of two
groups of Protestants and Catholics while Kashmir is more
diverse.58
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Sadly, the Indian independent strategic analysts’ suggestion looks
inconsistent at all three levels. Firstly, they forget to consider the
military involvement of India in Jammu and Kashmir, which makes
it a humanitarian issue. Secondly, the Irish issue is still
democratically divided into those who want to separate from the
Crown and those who want to stay united. Thirdly, the religious
composition of Kashmir, which Mr. Verghese dismisses as more
diverse, is as plain as it can be. The Indian demographics portal of
2021 shows that there are 97.16% of Muslims and 1.85% Hindus
living there.59 And even before the creation of Pakistan and India as
separate states, the Kashmiri dilemma was that a minority (Hindus)
which is not even a total of 2% of the population ruled over the 97%
(Muslims). With religious animosity on a scale that one has a holy
duty to sacrifice an animal (cow) which is a deity for the other.
Later on, Mr. Koithara very conveniently correlates the IRA’s
activities in the 1930s, 1950s and 1968 with Insurgencies of
Kashmir in 1965, 1970-1971, and 1989, and that too he asserts were
sparked by Pakistan.60 Even if we take this argument at its face
value, Mr. Koithara has reduced the actual Kashmiris to a nonentity.61 Although, he rightly draws a parallel between the Indian
Army and British army against Kashmiris and the Irish, respectively.
He asserts that after the Bloody Sunday of 1972, the Army and
police changed their harsh ways, eradicated brutality, and became
more unassuming towards North Irelanders. And Indian occupied
forces should learn a thing or two from them.62
Alexandra Brennan writes that wherever a peacekeeping mission has
been stationed the likeliness of that issue being resolved is very low.
She made her case with the examples of Kashmir and Northern
Ireland. Peacekeeping missions try to balance the power of two
conflicting peoples, keeping them under a threat of punishment if
they transgress. Pakistan controlled Kashmir and Indian controlled
59
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Kashmir both are being subjected to peacekeeping missions. 63 In
Kashmir the peacekeeping missions have been there for 70 years as
it was supposed to normalize their presence by now and should have
achieved military peace but that’s not the case. Similarly, the
fragility of peace is shown by Amanda Sloat exclaiming that the
Good Friday solution was not a perfect recipe for the resolution of
conflict and that Brexit has opened new wounds.
The real reason that ensured some peace in Northern Ireland was the
fact that violence went out of Ireland. The IRA conducted its
activities on British soil; while in the conflict of Kashmir the perils
of war and violence have remained in the valley. 64 It can be agreed
that these two in fact are two different case studies because Northern
Ireland enjoys a certain amount of peace for the past three decades.
And the violence in Kashmir continues and the international
community pays no heed to it. There is not even negative peace in
Kashmir and it is still a conflict zone.
Conclusion
The success of the IRA was in its ability to attack British soil. The
JKLF, although conceived such notions but never acted upon them.
The reason that violence rarely pours out of Kashmir valley and into
the Indian soil does not put enough pressure on India to stop
atrocities. Secondly, Ireland was strictly divided into Protestants and
Catholics and ensured strict segregation. The internal conflicts of
MC and NC showed similar instances of sectarian conflict. It can be
said that Ireland’s movement for self-determination was not solely
motivated by religion, although it was marred by sectarian strife.
Kashmir is nevertheless a religious issue. The Kashmir Road in
Belfast, Northern Ireland is a reminder of the similar ontology of
conflict for the two countries and shows that Kashmiris could learn a
lot from the history of the Emerald Isles.
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